o Fast. Nontrose

A Living Mosaic Civic Association Newsletter

Connect: Facebook.com/groups/East Montrose and www.eastmontrose.org or Mail: PO Box 131363 Houston, TX 77219 FEbruary 2021

It is the mission of East Montrose Civic Association to serve the interests of East Montrose, to promote the safety and welfare of its residents, to foster a sense of
community, and to celebrate the diversity and uniqueness of the area. These goals are accomplished through the efforts of its volunteers and elected officers.

EMCA 2021
/Vd&(/ %« /6{06{/ Vs by Dan Ritchel j@

Calendar

What’s the 4-1-1 on the City’s 3-1-1
February 16 —

R BB = i Have you driven around East Montrose and hit a pothole? Or, walked down our sidewalks

and tripped on the broken or uneven cement? Or, complained to neighbors or on Facebook
about streetlights that are not working or too dimly lit? Many of us have. What can we as a
community do about it, and, how are our tax dollars being put to good use?

March 16—
Reg meeting-via zoom

April 20—

X . Well, after driving down my street the other day and hitting the drop-off of the deteriorating
Reg Meeting —via zoom

asphalt, to say | was motivated to find out, would be an understatement.

May 18 -

_ . A few clicks later on the Internet, and | found the City of Houston’s 3-1-1 website
Reg Meeting—via zoom

(www.Houston311.org), and their phone number 311. A great domain & call center where
any citizen can report an issue and receive response quickly. Apparently, in 2001, the City
launched the service to make the government more user-friendly and responsive to resi-
dents. From sewer concerns, to pothole problems and drainage issues, to unsafe buildings,
Houstonians can speak with an agent or file online a Service Request to address an issue.
Each Service Request can be tracked from start to finish by the City, and by any citizen.
Many of the typical requests have been predefined to route to the appropriate city depart-
ment to ensure it is recorded, assigned and prioritized within their division.

June 15—No meeting
—summer break

July 20—No meeting
—summer break

August 17—No meeting

I LS | am pleased to say, three days after my little incident on my street, a few clicks on their

X website, my Service Request was input and the street was fixed by the City.
September 21—Reg Meeting

-tbd As your neighbor, | encourage each and every one of you to leverage this service, and let’s

. i keep East Montrose pothole free, clean, and safe/bright at night.
October 5—National Night Out
X Editors note: there is also a 311 app that can be used to report issues as you find them.
November 16—Reg Meeting

—tbd

December 7—Social—Holiday
Party / Elections

R CITY OF
{*’ HOUSTON

311

HELP & INFO
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Q & # W/té /V&//flféd/d/‘f, . interviewed by Claudia Kolker <1

A few weeks after the country’s oldest president and first woman vice
president were voted into the White House, a noisy birthday parade
filed past an East Montrose house. In the crowd were carefully masked
adults, babies in strollers and one gloriously maintained Model T.

Watching from the lawn stood a woman who had not only lived
through a previous pandemic, but had grown up in a Montrose filled
with children, and even seen original Model Ts on the road: Nell Stew-
art, who has lived in the same Montrose house her entire life.

It was her birthday and she was 100 years old.

Even at 100, Stewart is quick-witted and elegant. When she’s up and
about, she favors crisp pants and a blazer, looking not a little like her
movie-star contemporary, Katherine Hepburn. Her house is immacu-
late, its walls bearing a few landscapes from her years after receiving
her art history degree at the University of Houston, and two mantel-
piece vases lovingly placed in those spots by Stewart’s mother close to a century back.

Shortly before the neighborhood rolled past for her birthday, Ms. Stewart sat down to share some reflections on her life in always
-changing Montrose.

Q: You last sat down for a published interview about five years ago. What’s changed?

A: Five years ago this month | was 94. In the last five years, | suppose what has changed is that | no longer know anybody. My
generation — they’re gone. | miss going places and doing things with old friends and ladies from work. There’s nobody you can
say, “Do you remember so and so?” with. You’re the last leaf on the tree. And having to stay at home can get a little boring. |
don’t get out to Montrose meetings now, so haven’t met any new people. When you are almost 100 years old you have to slow
down a little. My friend Mark used to walk his dog past here, and he went to Galveston. Part of my earliest memories were going
to Galveston. My father loved water. He’d get us up early in the morning to drive on the beach and go for a plunge, and then go
back to go to work.

Q: Especially a few months ago, the neighborhood got much quieter, with more foot traffic and fewer cars. Do you remember
it like this?

A: In a way it does remind you of another century. There were a lot families. | was 21 before anyone moved out of our home.
When | was a child, there were families with children all around. And it was quiet when | was growing up. It’s very quiet now. In
the interim, there were some very noisy years!

Q: You’ve lived through a pandemic before. What was it like?

A: There was a time when we were definitely afraid of polio, before the vaccine. A young boy in neighborhood died. That scared
us very much. There was no vaccine so you lived in fear every time there was an outbreak. There were people who had recovered
and were crippled in some way. There was no mention of masks. We just took our chances. We were all afraid of it. You just
hoped. There was a polio aftercare center on Montrose, where they did therapy. And there was a period when the mansions on
Montrose became doctors’ offices. That was before the Medical Center.

Q: We've just elected a new president. What does it make you think about? | remember you telling me an FDR program found
work for you to pay for college.

A: | hope Biden can unite the country. | think we’re not exactly united now. | didn’t think I’d live to see a woman vice president. If
she succeeds Biden — that would have been unthinkable when | was growing up. We never would have imagined it. When | was
young, most of us thought we could not have any other president than Franklin Roosevelt, which is why he was elected so many
terms. He came in two or three years after the Depression set in, with programs. He had the WPA for older men and CCC for

(Continued on page 4)
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[d&’t /%/(t/‘ﬂ&’& Z?/é/(/(/'d/ 7%//(& 7;6(/". .o by Bill Maxey %?‘

Because of the CV-19 Pandemic, our biennial home tour will be pushed to a later date to be announced.
This was a tough decision to make since this it the major fund-raiser
for the East Montrose Civic Association.

To ease the pain a bit, here is a bit of a blast from the past— the brochures and tickets from the first ever
East Montrose House and Art Studio Tour in 1997!

Sadly....some of the homes on the home tour and walking tour are no longer standing.

History

THE FIRST EVER
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i THE FIRST EVER

EAST MONTROSE
HOUSE AND ART STUDIO TOUR

FEATURING 6 EAST MONTROSE
HOMES AND ART STUDIOS INCLUDING:

A formétly abandoned 1914 Craftsman style
bungalow — recently renovated and landscaped

A 1935 cottage opened and updated for the ‘90’s

A romantic two-story house, still in
renovation process

An old commercial building now a
residence and sculpture/painting studio

An artist’s origami studio and home
(origami: ancient Japanese art of paper folding)

Investment executive opens her home and studio
ALSO

A walking tour high lighting an early 20th century
neighborhood’s history and special points of interest

814 West Drew ¢ Note how new, larger porch improves
proportions of this building, as well as adding 2 homey
ambiance. Designer Marcia Waldrop coordinated paint
colors for this home, as well as the green one behind it
and the apartments cacty-corner from Texas Junk.

713 Fargo ® A superbly planned addition of second floor
completed without distorting original appearance of
Victorian cottage. Soft greens accentuated by cream and
brick red.

406 Fargo ® If your feet are crying out for a break and
your throat is parched, stop in to Lovecraft for a soft
drink, cappucinno, wine, or beer (Guinness on tap).
Tonight (6/14/97) meet artist Tod Waters at a show of his
varied media, 9:00 pm to 12 midnight. The adjoining
business is Esquival Are Gallery.

534 Fairview ® Two scory lavishly ornate Victorian cottage,
complete with gingerbread and turret. Herb and flower
gardens, lab-lab vine climbing the fence, and ponds.

2327 Grant ® That hard-to-miss purple building is Lolds
Depor, so named because it once served as a milk depot
for the neighborhood delivery men. These days, you're
likely to find libations at Lola’s a bit stronger than milk.
The alleyway between Lolds and the house to the east is
a railroad right-of-way:

2007 Grant at Welch ® At Anderson Fair Retail Restaurant
you'll find neither merchandise nor food, simply the best
folk and R&B music in Houston for 25 years. Open
most weekends - schedule posted

2120 Converse ® A two-story Victorian repainted recently
in muted ochres and dull reds true to the period.
Contrast this with 903 Welch one door to the norch,
painted to accentuate the ornare extravagance of
Victorian workmanship.

2304 Crocker * Quiedy renovated overa period of time,
his elegant home feaures muted yellow and sage colors.
Note stained glass in side window.

1907 Crocker at Bomar * Note how fence was buile to
sccommodate branches of this stately live oak tree,
Ouwner is a famous inerior designer

d at Fairview / Los Alamos ® New, innovative

hed porch entry and detailed

7xx Peden at Stanford, SW corner ® Once tumble-d

and two steps from the wrecking ball, this beautifi

renovated home features unique tile and stucco

a circular driveway, and an ingenious garage apartment.

920 Damon Court ® The only way a former owner could
add a bathroom was to bump out a tiny box on the
north side of the second floor...look for the stained glass

window

7xx Bomar, north side of street ® Peggy Shiffick Park,
home of the tallest live oak tree in Harris County

Buel Court ® Located north of the incersection of Bomar
and Whitney. Not a private street, but a cluster of six
recently refurbished properties; note the trim on #4/5.
Buel Court was once home to Kit VanCleeve, a writer
who ran the Innerview newspaper, a martial arts Black
Belt and founder and leader of the Houston Chapter of
the Guardian Angels.

406 Willard, north side ® Believe it or not, this exquisite
1914 cottage stood boarded up and falling down for
decades. Note use of strong but muted colors, lace cur-

ains, gingerbread

501 Willard ® Once vacant and a haven for druggies and
street people, this beautiful home lost some of ts origi-
nal feasures, including the fireplace mantle. Now refur-
bished, the beautiful yard and wicker bench on the

s o
S 1 4 zm:o':a <0 convert eight tiny rental units in a once-con- porch are inviting and cozy.
ATU RDAY, UNE o e A building ino three, vo-scory condominiums, ssoc Willard, north side of sceet. ® When neighboring

11:00AM to 3:00PM
TICKETS $5

Available day of tour at 1001 Bomar at Grant

Proceeds benefit East Montrose Civic Association Projects

[ ] /

admission to Garden Party

Invescment is also constructing the Art Deco

e
Main 55 nd Missouri,

condo project ax Montrose 2

902 5 06 Whitaey * Unusual European cottage style
1

=

stucco homes

managed by the First United Methodist Church and the
Downtown YMCA who use the produce to feed hungry

611 Welch * Once home to Miller’s Grocery, reputedly onc of
the few places in Houston where you could buy beer before
noon on Sunday. The proprietor would load your cooler, top
it off with ice, and send you happily on your way.

W. GRAY

W. GRAY

-~ -
i Save your ticket stub for = 6 Willard a Stanford, SE corner * Community garden, 301 Welch a¢ Taft, SW comner ¢ Home moved here
-~

Enbee Company expanded into this house, the two
buildings were joined by means of a second floor walk-
way that could be removed if no longer needed: This
saved extensive building, and preserved the ‘home-like'

appearance of the house.

ago from original sie in shadow of S. Joscph Hospita

cown. Note sun gate on Taft side

Bob Novotney a curiosity himsclf

c 9 - N |
. following the tous! e pecple. 217 Welch at Tafe, SE corner * Ifceing what other people
0.2 ° ° aid | 10cx block Willard ® The Are League of Houston - have done with their homes has you itching to re
(Q/ &) = | Houston's oldest continuing art school and gallery 100, stop into Texas Junk Company, whete you're likely to
e te ! find any- and everything, from classy to Kitsch. Meet owner

306 West Drew ® Massive columns, double gables, even a dou-
formed

ble yard - everything here s of impressive scale. T
a few years ago from a decaying multi-unit property into 2
neighbothood showpiece.

w.GRAY

(Continued from page 2)
younger men. We all thought we had to have Roosevelt forever.
Q: Looking back, what things have made you happy?

A: Good friends. Jobs that | liked. Looking back: being able to be independent physically -- longer than most people. My longest
friendship was from college days to about three years ago. Velma. She married Dr. Whitaker, during World War Il. He was in the
Navy and went to Boston and she flew to Boston and married him. They knew when they were in middle school they would be
married. | was very happy when | was a young adult. Parties: We had them frequently. If anyone wanted to know where to have a
party I'd raise my hands. We’d have a gathering of friends, played the piano. My mother had as much fun as we did.

Q: What would you say were your smartest decisions?

A: | never made any big decisions. I’'m so glad | didn’t move. Having spent 100 years here | would feel strange somewhere else.
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#/"t &,— #fﬂab‘, - by Penny Cerling

There are two labyrinths in walking distance of East Montrose. To the south and slightly west there’s one at the chapel of the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas. To the north and slightly east in Freedman’s Town (Valentine @ Ruthven) is the Mt. Carmel Missionary Bap-
tist Labyrinth. Both are based on the labyrinth at Chartres, France.

Mt Carmel MisSionary Baptist Church Prayer Garden

Historic Freedmen’s Town Labyrinth

i UN [V ERSITY "
: RS T/THOMAS The Historic Freedmen’s Town Labyrinth was created in the
CHARTRES LABYRINTH center of the Mt Carmel MB Church Prayer Garden through the
collaborative efforts of more than 150 volunteers including students
Gifted in honor of the UST Class of 1955 from the Boniuk Institute’s Sacred Sites Quest 4, the creative genius of
by Ruth Westkaemper. 55 Reginald Adams LLC, and the guidance of labyrinth coach Jay Stailey.
“This labyrinth was modeled after the one in the Cathedral of The project was completed in the spring of 2014 and dedicated on
'Chartres in France. A familiar feature of many Gothic June 7, 2014.
cathedrals, all labyrinths follow the same pattern,
containing eleven circles that loop their way to the center.
Traditionally, walking in the labyrinth has been used as a
substitute for a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Slowly traversing
the circuitous path, the “pilgrim” is invited to meditate and

reflect on the Christian mysteries as he or she makes the design. A mosaic designed “Heart of Serenity” bench created by the
solitary way to the central rosette. The-delay in reaching Sacred Sites Quest students has been placed within each bastion to
the center creates a sense of expectancy and brings to mind provide a place for pilgrims to sit, re?lect and/or meditate,

the patience and perseverance required to complete the \ > 2
pilgrimage of life itself. Seen from above, the four arms of Labyrinths are used to quiet the mind, to encourage meditation and
the pattern stand out, a clear image of the cross of Jesus self-reflection, and to reduce stress. They are open to all people as a
Christ. non-denominational, cross-cultural blueprint for well-being.

= Written by Becca Suter and Meris Chaumont, 2006 .
University of St. Thomas students

The design chosen for this labyrinth is a replica of the eleven circuit
medieval labyrinth found on the floor of Chartres Cathedral in France.
The term “circuit” refers to the number of times the path goes around the
center. The outside circuit of this particular labyrintE has been diverted
at each of the four corners to create a “bastion” or “ear” to the Chartres

t

| ‘Welcome! )

If you would like to get more involved in keeping East Montrose a great place to live—then here is your chance!
Volunteers are needed for the following positions:

Block Captains / Clean Up Crew / Home Tour

Please contact EMCA President Mary Quinn at President.emca@gmail.com
or EMCA Vice President Karen Brohn at vicepresident.emca@gmail.com to volunteer.

Area crime reports can be found at the excellent and current www.spotcrime.com
The City of Houston crime database is almost always out of date.
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/:0-01010/‘* 720%45, - by Dan Ritchel @

It’s that time of year when the weather is perfect for comfort food on a cold day. And likely time to go ahead and break one of
your New Year’s resolutions. So, | say, go for it. | love this recipe my mother shared with me for cornbread. She usually had
served it with Slow Cooked Beef Stew, or Texas Chili, or Greens, or.... Well, you get the idea. Neighbors, | hope you enjoy! And,
don’t ask me the calorie count.

Dan Ritchel
SOUTHERN COMFORT CORNBREAD
WHAT YOU NEED:

2 packages of White Cornbread mix (6 oz size pkgs)

1 & 1/3 cup of Half & Half cream

2 eggs

1 can of Sweet Corn (drained)

1 cup Extra Sharp Cheddar Cheese (buy the block & shred it yourself)
1 cup White Onion (diced)

1/2 cup jar or hot Jalapenos (drained & diced)

4 slices Bacon

2 T Sugar

Pinch of Salt

Cast Iron skillet (10.5” in diameter). YES, it must be cast iron!!

Preheat oven to 425 degrees.
Cook bacon slices in cast iron skillet until crispy; and reserve the bacon grease in the skillet.
Combine in large mixing bowl the 2 packages of cornbread mix, cream, eggs, corn, cheese, diced onions, diced jalapenos, chopped

cooked bacon, sugar and salt. Pour mixture back into the HOT cast iron skillet containing the bacon grease. This will start the
cooking process and provide a crispy crust on the cornbread.

Bake the filled skillet at 425 degrees for |5 to 20 minutes, or until golden brown on top. Serve

ST Y

SRR i
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ECA ‘.fﬂw(w/‘& and Advertisers

EMCA would like to thank our sponsors and advertisers!
The best way to show appreciation is by supporting their businesses!

Chef Soren Pedersen - www.chefsorenpedersen.com

COWRBOYS

TEX-IN

INDIANS

KITCHEN

Cowboys & Indians Tex-In Kitchen
1901 Taft Street 713-485-6724
http://www.cni713.com

Speedy Printing
oy 3433 W. Alabama

- - - Ste. C
\~ SpeedyPrinting 713-877-8466

Midtown Bar & Grill
415 W. Gray
713-528-2887

OPEN 24 %OURS
DAILY BREAKFAST AND LUNCH
SPECIALS MAPPY WOWURITOS

Mary K. Quinn
Attorney ot Law
Phone; 713.225.0094
Fax: 713.225.0099

Erm atil:m ciry quinn@m ciry quinnlew.com
. ary guinnlces.com

Ah,
106 Avondale @
Houston, TX 77006 Sww

FAMILY LAW / LITIGATION

East Montrose Civic Association Newsletter

Lee Hudman, ABR CLHMS CNE GPA
Your East Montrose Neighborhood Realtor’

Why should you call me when it’s time to buy or sell a
home or investment property?

Fifth-generation native of Houston.
Full time Realtor’ for 30+ years.
Resident of East Montrose since 2002.
EMCA President 2006 and 2007

* & o o

Because | know this city, | know this business, and |
know our neighborhood!
CALL ME TODAY at 713-449-1888

I’d love to add your address to this list of homes that I’'ve sold in the neigh-
borhood: 19xx Whitney - 4xx Pacific - 20xx Converse - 24xx Whitney - 7xx Bomar - 24xx
Whitney (2nd time) - 9xx Willard - 9xx Bomar - 20xx Converse - 5xx Peden - 24xx Whitney
(3rd time) - 10xx Peden - 24xx Whitney (4th time) - 9xx Damon Ct. - 26xx Hopkins - 9xx
Welch - 8xx Hyde Park - 25xx Whitney - 4xx Pacific - 5xx Peden (2nd time) - 1x Hyde Park
- 9xx Willard (2nd time) - 3xx Bomar—6xx Drew—17xx Grant—8xx Hyde Park—8xx
Damon Ct—24xx Whitney (5th time) - 9xx Bomar (2nd time) - 3xx Peden—23xx Mason

HOMEWMAR]

FINE PROPERTIES
Real Estate Made Easy.

=00 e &

Call me or use the media icon links above.

Each HomeSmart Office is Independently Owned and Operated—If your property is currently listed, then this is not a solicitation of that listing.
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Our District C City Council Member: Abbie Kamin

Contact Ngan Nguyen
districtc@houstontx.gov—832-393-3004

City of Houston Community Liaison
Carl Davis—832-393-4063

Harris County Precinct One—Commissioner Rodney Ellis

Contact: Matala Idi
Matala.idi@cpl.hctx.net—346-286-1900

Council Member At Large #5—Sallie Alcorn
Contact: Mike Watkins
Mike.watkins@houstontx.gov—832-393-3017

January Treasurer’s Report

Beginning Balance $8,609.15
Monies In:
Membership $325.00
Monies Out:
Storage Unit ($61.00)
Zoom Meeting Subscription ($15.98)
Newsletter printing ($382.50)
PayPal Fees ($12.36)
Ending Balance: $8,462.31

TRASH COLLECTION SCHEDULE

East Montrose C/A Contacts

President: Mary Quinn —president.emca@gmail.com

V-Pres: Karen Brohn —vicepresident.emca@gmail.com
Treasurer: Malisa Galvan-treasurer.emca@gmail.com
Secretary: Mike McHam—secretary.emca@gmail.com

Past President: Sherry Weesner—pastpresident.emca@gmail.com
At Large 1: Julia Schafer—repl.emca@gmail.com

At Large 2: Dan Ritchel — rep2.emca@gmail.com

Neartown Liaison: Julie Young—wallpaperlady@att.net
Newsletter: Lee Hudman—newsletter.emca@gmail.com

HPD’s PIP: Julie Young—wallpaperlady@att.net

Security: Mark Weesner mdwpsbn@gmail.com

Trees for EM: Josh & Helen Dubach - jsdubach@gmail.com
Peggy Shiffick Park: Ellen Yarrell - ellen@eayatty.com

FB Admin: Lee Hudman - EastMontrose@groups.facebook.com
Yard of the Season: Betsy Anderson — bsatexas@sbcglobal.net

The following volunteer positions are currently open:

Block Captains: OPEN—block captains are needed for each street in
the boundaries of East Montrose
Cleanup Crew: OPEN

Home Tour: OPEN

Please contact the EMCA Pres or VP to volunteer. We need you!

Extra printed newsletter copies can be found in the mail-
box at Peggy Shiffick Park. Digital PDF versions are on the
“files” tab of the East Montrose Facebook page and on

Eastmontrose.org. Newsletters are normally printed only

four times per year. Digital issues are available every

month. Send your name, address and email to treasur-

er.emca@gmail.com for a PDF newsletter receipt by email
each month including print months. Deadlines for news-

letter article submissions is always the 20th day of the

previous month. Article submissions are always welcome.

February 1 Monday Regular Trash & Lawn

February 3 Wednesday |Heavy Trash— JUNK

February 8 Monday Regular Trash & Lawn & Recycle
February 15 Monday Regular Trash & Lawn

February 22 Monday Regular Trash & Lawn & Recycle
March 1 Monday Regular Trash & Lawn

March 3 Wednesday |Heavy Trash—TREE WASTE

No self promotion please!

This trash schedule comes from the Rollout app and is subject to change. ***holiday schedule / not confirmed

Join EMICA Today!

Membership is open to neighborhood residents or business
owners/operators. Payment of dues will apply to current year.

____Single or Guest $15.00 __ Household $25.00 __ Business $30.00

Name(s):

I would like to help in the following way:

_____Safety and Security: Promote safety and
security in East Montrose through HPD’s  Posi-
tive Interface Program (PIP), Crime-Out activi-
ties, and Citizens Crime Patrol.

Membership: Encourage membership
enrollment, maintain records.

Address:

Home Phone: Alt. Phone:

Volunteer: Database Administrator

Email:

Volunteer: Newsletter Team

Mail to: PO Box 131363 Houston, TX 77219

OR pay via PayPal at www.Eastmontrose.org

East Montrose Civic Association Newsletter

Volunteer: Biennial Home Tour

Want to submit an article for the newsletter!? Please email

your article to newsletter@eastmontrose.org.
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