E ast M ontrose
C i v i c A s s o c i a ti o n N e w s l e tt e r

Connect: Facebook.com/groups/East Montrose and www.eastmontrose.org or Mail: PO Box 131363 Houston, TX 77219

June 2019

It is the mission of East Montrose Civic Association to serve the interests of East Montrose, to promote the safety and welfare of its residents, to foster a sense of
community, and to celebrate the diversity and uniqueness of the area. These goals are accomplished through the efforts of its volunteers and elected officers.

2019 EMCA
Calendar
June TBD:
Summer Social

The EMCA Biennial Home Tour and Art Walk was fantastic! We were successful thanks to your
efforts and contributions. I think almost everyone would agree that the neighborhood pulled
together truly as a “Living Mosaic”: homeowners, restaurants, artists, and volunteers.
Part of what makes a house a home is the smell of savory food when one walks through the
door. We are thankful to our local restaurants for pairing a sampling at homes: Chef Soren
Pedersen, Cowboys & Indians, Midtown Bar&Grill, and Me’lange.

Please patronize these restaurants and tell them how much you enjoyed their
tastings at our tour!

July:
No meeting—Summer Break

August:
No meeting—Summer Break

September 17:
Meeting—TBD

October 1*:
National Night Out

November:
TBD

December 17*:
Holiday Party / Elections
* tentative dates

There is a lot of creativity and talent within our “four walls”: Montrose, West Gray, Genesee,
and Fairview.
We are proud to have been able to provide a glimpse of this talent and are grateful to the
artists for opening up their studios: Penny Cerling, Joan Son, Sunny McKinnon, Suzanne Starr,
Jim Wilson, Keiko Kinsey, Gerida Brown, Larry Crawford, Cindy Shung, Anderson Fair, Constance Braden, Fantasy Gallery, Josena Arquieta, and Maureen McNamara.
Each home on the tour is a true representation of our neighborhood: authentic, original with
room for individual flair. We appreciate your willingness to open your homes and hospitality:
Lee Hudman, NuNu Chang & Andrew Albers, Bob McLaughlin & Christopher Robbins, Mike
Ashmore, and Patricia Bell.
Last but certainly not least, this event would not have been possible if it weren’t for our many
volunteers. A BIG THANK YOU to Rodney Coon, Jim Tucker, Emily Holdsworth, Lynda Rousseau, Mike McHam, Agelia Marquez, Mark Weesner, Frank Plischke, Ben Sloan, Shelly Ray,
Mark Lankford, Maureen Taylor, Anthony Nankivell, Joshua Utay, Netanya Utay, Anne Rice,
Ronnie Koehn, Ralph Moorehouse, Courtney Chillis-Cohill, Sharon Ruhly, Violet Kelley,
Brooks Brown, Julie Young, Melinda Sturgess, Sherry Weesner, Susan Swails, Peggy Rogers,
Rhonda Cook, Kirste Reimers, Beth Knapp, David & Karen Holan, Kay Shepard, Claudia
Kolker, Karen Moorehouse, Mary Quinn, Julia Schafer, Melisa Galvan, Heather Lambert and
Karen Brohn.
You can view pictures at:
https://www.facebook.com/2019-East-Montrose-Home-Tour-Art-Walk-1427335710901372/
and soon we'll have them up on http://www.eastmontrose.org/events/home-tour/
A lot of effort went into making this a success. Rest up, the countdown to 2021 has begun and
we have a challenge on our hands as the 2019 Tour and Walk has raised the bar!
Bill Maxey

Several ” East Montrose – A Living Mosaic” signs are still available if you want one to display on your property.
These sturdy signs are $75 each. Please contact our treasurer Julia Schafer at 281-221-3250 to make your purchase.
Julia also asks to remind you that EMCA dues are now up for renewal. See the back page for more info.
East Montrose Civic Association Newsletter

Page 1

Out and About…

by Julie Young

The recent spring rains, along with the finally-it’s-warm spring weather, have encouraged growth in gardens and green spaces. All very pretty –
but some foliage has grown to block stop signs and the view of on-coming traffic. If you live on a corner with a traffic sign, please go out with a
clippers and make sure that tree branches or ground vegetation are not obscuring the sign. And check that low-growing plants are not blocking
drivers’ views. What you see standing on a sidewalk may not be what a driver sees from his spot in the street.
As an alternative, you can contact 311 to report obscured traffic signs. I am a little disgruntled that none of the locations I’ve reported have been
cleared of obstructions, even though the city sent notices saying that the cases had been investigated and closed.
HOW I MET MY NEIGHBORS. A LATE NIGHT STORY
It was a Sunday evening, and I had come back from dinner and margaritas at el Tiempo Cantina Annex. ‘El Tiempo margaritas’ pretty much tells
much of the story right there. I was in PJs, with my usual mess of unruly hair, and stepped outside to put trash in the bin. A girl in a white summer dress was on the sidewalk, all in a dither, babbling something about flickering lights. She was concerned because she had seen lights flickering on and off in the windows of a house across the street. She worried that there might be an electrical problem, and that a fire might start. Her
boyfriend was a few paces away, rolling his eyes, as if to say, “Here she goes again.”
I didn’t know the people across the street; they had just recently moved in. I told her, “Surely it’s nothing. Just let it alone.” But she was REALLY
concerned that something was dangerously wrong across the street.
Turns out this gal lives a few blocks away, right up my street. I had never met her before. But we formed an alliance.
“Well,” I said, “It’s not 10:00 yet, and the lights are on… let’s go knock on the door.” And so we did.
The door was opened quickly by a man and a woman. The girl in the white dress apologized for the late night interruption, and then burst out
about the flickering lights and her fears of an electrical threat. I was standing behind, stammering a little in a light alcohol haze about living right
across the street.
Now, anyone who has lived in this neighborhood for any length of time knows that this is the point where you slam the door. But our new neighbors said, “Come in, won’t you please?”
And so we did. We were greeted by a very gracious and kind couple, who obviously had no fears of wild women on their doorstep. Turns out the
husband HAD been playing with lights. As it was a new home, he was flipping them on and off to see which switch worked which lights.
Relief – no fire danger here!
We had a quick but very pleasant visit. They are quite friendly and open, and had already taken steps to get in touch with the civic club. In fact,
they already knew something of me, through having read this newsletter column. They expressed a desire to meet people in the neighborhood. Well, my new friend and I had just helped them check off that box! :)

I’m not making fun of the neighbor, but I had this extra space to fill so I couldn’t resist finding something funny
(ish) related to this event. Editor.
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Art and About…..

by Joan Son

After being closed for a couple of years from fire damage, The
Printing Museum has been beautifully renovated and has opened
two exhibitions that will run through December 21.
Where I Come From: The Works and Influences of Charles Criner
May 17, 2019 - December 21, 2019
This retrospective exhibition documents 55 years of the professional and personal life and his influences of Master Printer, Charles
Criner. The exhibition spans from his student years at Texas Southern University, under renowned artist, educator, and mentor John
T. Biggers, through his career as an instructor, illustrator, advertising artist, Artist-in-Residence and now Master Printer at The
Printing Museum. It features original works of art, drawings, cartoons, video interviews, and prints. The extensive exhibition commanding seven galleries includes works curated from private collections, The Charles Criner Papers and Art Collection of the Cushing
Library at Texas A&M University, Texas Southern University, and
The Printing Museum’s permanent collection.
Joan Son: Paper Couture
June 7 - December 21, 2019
Paper Couture is an installation of retro-inspired fashions by origami
artist, Joan Son. Based upon her original paper doll dress designs
from 1958, Paper Couture traces Son’s use of a variety of paper
techniques to create full-size dress sculptures which honor the past
and open a portal to the present.

Joan Son: Paper couture, 2014. Paper dresses, Kimono and butterfly installation

Joan is an American artist and resident of East Montrose who has
devoted her career to the exploration of contemporary origami as
fine art. Since 1964, when she first learned to fold the traditional
crane, Son has been intrigued with the art, math and magic of paper folding. Her professional origami career debuted in the windows of Tiffany & Co. in the spring of 1993.
Museum Hours:
Friday & Saturday, 10am – 4pm with guided tours at 11am & 2pm
Tuesday to Thursday, Group Tours by appointment only.
GENERAL ADMISSION: $5

The Printing Museum
1324 W. Clay Street
Houston, Texas 77019
(713) 522-4652
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Anderson Fair News….
Thursday, June 13 - Ken and Wayne host: Rubert
Wates & Steve Brooks
Friday, June 14 - Matt the Electrician
Saturday, June 15 - Lynn Langham and Doug Gill
Thursday, June 20 - Ken and Wayne host: Clint Alphin
& Lizi Bailey
Friday, June 21 - Matt Harlan CD release
Saturday, June 22 - Ginger Leigh
Thursday, June 27 - Claudia Nygaard
Friday, June 28 - Albert and Gage
Saturday, June 29 - Wrecks Bell CD Release Event

Anderson Fair will close for the summer during July and August and will reopen late in September.
Thanks for supporting local music and this historic music venue right here in East Montrose!

Knowledge Matters

5th generation Houstonian.
17 year resident of East Montrose.
27+ years full time Realtor.
I know this city, I know this neighborhood and
I know residential real estate.
Let me put my experience to work for you!

Lee Hudman, ABR CLHMS CNE GPA
713-980-5188
lee@leehudman.com
www.leehudman.com

ach Keller Williams Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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2019 EMCA Home Tour Sponsors
EMCA would like to thank our home tour sponsors!
The best way to show appreciation to our sponsors is by supporting their businesses!

Chef Soren Pedersen
www.chefsorenpedersen.com

Midtown Bar & Grill
415 W. Gray
713-528-2887

Speedy Printing
3433 W. Alabama Ste. C
713-877-8466

Melange Restaurant
311 W. Gray, Ste. B
832-491-0455
melangemontrose.com

Cowboys & Indians Tex-In Kitchen
1901 Taft Street
713-485-6724
http://www.cni713.com
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Our District C City Council Member: Ellen Cohen
Contact Ja’nae Williams
Janae.williams@houstontx.gov - 832-393-3004 or districtc@houstontx.gov
Stephanie Ace: Cohen Ambassador Program - Neighborhood Rep
917-443-6927 or Stephanie.ace7@gmail.com
City of Houston Community Liaison
Jack Valinksi—832-393-5962 - jack.valinski@houstontx.gov.
Harris County Precinct One—Commissioner Rodney Ellis
Contact Johannah Thompkins
Johannah.thompkins@cp1.hctx.net
Council Member At Large #5—Jack Christie
Matt Brollier - Chief of Staff
832-393-3017 or matthew.brollier@houstontx.gov
Area crime reports can be found at the excellent and current

East Montrose C/A Contacts
President: Mary Quinn —president.emca@gmail.com
V-Pres: Karen Brohn —vicepresident.emca@gmail.com
Treasurer: Julia Schafer -treasurer.emca@gmail.com
Secretary: Jennifer Ridgway—secretary.emca@gmail.com
Past President: Sherry Weesner—pastpresident.emca@gmail.com
At Large 1: Danielle Andrasek—rep1.emca@gmail.com
At Large 2: Malisa Galvan — rep2.emca@gmail.com
Home Tour: Bill Maxey— bmaxey@mediadesigninc.com
Neartown Liaison: Julie Young—wallpaperlady@att.net
Newsletter: Lee Hudman—newsletter.emca@gmail.com
Newsletter Coordinator: Natalie Holder—nnavellier@gmail.com

www.spotcrime.com

HPD’s PIP: Julie Young—wallpaperlady@att.net

The city of Houston crime database is almost always out of date.

Security: Mark Weesner mdwpsbn@gmail.com

April/May Treasurer’s Report

Trees for EM: OPEN

Beginning Balance
Monies In:

Monies Out:

9,576.21
Home Tour

$5,330

Membership Dues

$235.00

Living Mosaic Signs

$570.00

Home Tour Expenses
Newsletter Printing

Peggy Shiffick Park: Ellen Yarrell - ellen@eayatty.com
FB Admin: Lee Hudman - EastMontrose@groups.facebook.com
Webmaster: OPEN
Yard of the Season: Karen Brohn— kasbie@yahoo.com

($1048.40)
($697.50)

PayPal Fees

(88.73)

Square Fees

($26.24)

Ending Balance:

$13,850.34

TRASH COLLECTION SCHEDULE
June 10
June 17
June 24
July 1
July 3
July 7

Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday
Wednesday
Monday

Regular Trash & Lawn
Regular Trash & Lawn & Recycle
Regular Trash & Lawn
Regular Trash & Lawn & Recycle
Heavy Trash—TREE WASTE
Regualr Trash & Lawn

Extra printed newsletter copies can be found in the mailbox at Peggy Shiffick Park and on the “files” tab of the
East Montrose Facebook page in digital PDF format.
Newsletters are normally only printed in March, June,
September and December. Send your name, address
and email to treasurer.emca@gmail.com for a PDF
newsletter receipt by email each month including print
months. Deadlines for newsletter article submissions is
always the last day of the previous month. Article submissions are always welcome. No self promotion please!

This trash schedule comes from the Rollout app and is subject to change.

Join EMCA Today!
Membership is open to neighborhood residents or business
owners/operators. Payment of dues will apply to current year.
___ Single or Guest $15.00 ___Household $25.00 ___Business $30.00
Name(s):_______________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________
Home Phone:_________________Alt. Phone:_________________

I would like to help in the following way:
____Safety and Security: Promote safety and
security in East Montrose through HPD’s Positive Interface Program
(PIP), Crime-Out activities, and Citizens Crime Patrol.
____Membership: Encourage membership
enrollment, maintain records.
____Volunteer: Database Administrator
____Volunteer: Newsletter Team

Email:_________________________________________________
Mail to: PO Box 131363 Houston, TX 77219
OR pay via PayPal at www.Eastmontrose.org
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